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Position statement FAQs
Sir, the Opinion section of the BDJ provides a valuable opportunity for authors to present their individual views and opinions for debate and discussion. For the busy practitioner, however, the consensus view of organisations like NICE and the equivalent organisations in the devolved jurisdictions within the UK, are recognised bodies of opinion that can help inform their individual clinical decisions. These organisations review their guidance from time to time and the use of antibiotic prophylaxis during dental treatment has recently been the subject of further review by NICE that did not result in any material change to their existing guidance. 1 At Dental Protection we receive many hundreds of calls from members and we update our online advice to address new concerns that are received by the 24/7 Helpline. Recently an Opinion in the BDJ by Thornhill et al. 2 resulted in an unusually large number of calls from dentists, hygienists and therapists who were now confused about the recently reviewed (but unaltered) guidance published by NICE.
Dental Protection has now added a series of FAQs to the position statement on the website to address those concerns. I hope your readers will find it helpful. 3 D. Croser, Dental Protection
